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ALL THAT 
THE FATHER HATH GIVEN 


John 6:37—“All that the Father hath given me shall come to 
me: and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 


In the first place He says, that “all whom the Father giveth Him come to 
Him;” by which words He means that faith is not a thing which depends on 
the will of men, so that this man and that man indiscriminately and at random 
believe. But God elects those whom He hands over, as it were, to His Son. 
For when He says that “whatever is given cometh,” we infer from it that all 
do not come. Again we infer that God works in His elect by such an efficacy 
of the Holy Spirit that not one of them falls away; for the word “give” has 
the same meaning as if Christ had said, “Those whom the Father hath chosen 


He regenerates, and gives to Me, that they may obey the Gospel.” 


—JouN CALVIN 
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This is the last of three issues of 
the Journal which feature reports and 
comments on the General Assembly 
of the National Council of Churches 
in San Francisco, Dec. 4-9. Hereafter 
we expect to relegate this subject to 
the shelf for a while. Meanwhile, 
individual copies of these issues may 
be had, 10c each, $1.00 dozen. 








We have been severely taken to 
task for our recent review of the 
latest volumes in the LAYMEN’S 
BIBLE COMMENTARY (Dec. 7), by 
readers who write of their great 
admiration and deep respect for the 
authors criticized. Somehow such com- 
munications leave us feeling depressed. 
Not only because we are counted 
somewhat subversive for not being 
willing to endorse “unusual” ideas 
simply because they come from an 
official denominational source, but also 
because criticism of a book is de- 
plored on the grounds that the autho1 
is a fine person (which he certainly 
is). This makes us wonder if a truly 
constructive work would be condemned 
by these readers if the author was not 
personally admired? 





This may be a good place to men- 
tion that we are occasionally charged 
with being too “provincial,” too un- 
willing to surrender our “narrow de- 
nominationalism.” Now we want to 
make it perfectly clear that we are 
NOT opposed to the principle of union, 
when such union is proposed between 
brethren of like minds according to 
the principles of doctrine which we 
have vowed to support because we 
accept them as being true to the 
Word of God. But the well-fed ecclesi- 
astic who pokes his cigar at us across 
his glass of amber-colored liquid in 
order to insist, ““‘We must - - - - well 
be willing to suffer, even to the loss 
of our denominational identity, for 
Christ’s sake!’ 
brother with us. 


. is no like-minded 





You cannot use reason to overthrow 
doctrines which are above reason— 
J. H. Thornwell. 
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KOREA — The new president of 
Korea, Mr. Yoon Bo-Sun, is a Chris- 
tian and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. According to Korean law, 
the official date for Mr. Yoon to 
move from his own home to the presi- 
dential mansion fell on a Sunday, but 
the new executive gave quiet testi- 
mony to his Christian faith by not 
moving his personal possessions on 
that day although he himself went to 
his new home as required. Asked why 
he did not move his furniture and 
belongings on that day, he is reported 
to have replied that as a Christian he 
could not break the Sabbath with the 
business of such a move. 


—Rev. Joe B. Hopper. 





BRAZIL—On November 19, 1960, 
for the first time in 10 years, the 
Fifteenth of November School of the 
North Brazil Mission graduated a class 
from the junior college course. (School 
terms run from February to November 
with summer vacations from Novem- 
ber through January.) In the past 
the school has been able to offer only 
two years of the three year course, 
but this year the full course was 
reinstated. Fifteen young men and 
three young ladies were graduated. 
All three of the girls expect to enter 
university studies in March to pre- 
pare themselves to teach in our Evan- 
gelical schools and five of the young 
men will enter Seminary in March. 
Of the 18 graduates only four are not 
active Evangelical Christians and of 
four one is regularly reading his Bible 
as a result of the services held during 
the period of special evangelistic em- 
phasis this year. 


—wWilliam A. Brandt 





Even the person who cannot carry 
a tune can have a melody in his heart. 






Merger Proposal Seen 
Leading to ‘Dead-End’ 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — The ex- 
ecutive board of the American Church 
Union, an Anglo-Catholic voluntary or- 
ganization of Episcopal clergy and 
laity, declared in a statement issued 
here that it sees “little hope in the 
Blake-Pike plan for the ultimate re- 
union of Christendom.” The plan, it 
said, “leads only down a dead-end 
street.” 


In its statement, the ACU objected 
that both Bishop James A. Pike and 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake “assume that 
the Episcopal Church is but one among 
the many Protestant denominations” 
instead of being “an integral part of 
the Historic One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church of Christ.” 


“Dr. Pike’s reduction of the Epis- 
copal Church to the status of a denom- 
ination is a distinct disservice to the 
entire Church,” the statement said. It 
also charged that “sacrifice of essen- 
tial principle is only demanded of 
Episcopalians” by the union plan. It 
opposed the acceptance of women min- 
isters of other denominations as 
“equals with priests of the Holy Cath- 
olic Church’; the waiving of ordina- 
tion in favor of “complete and unques- 
tioning recognition of the ‘reality of 
any previous consecration or ordina- 
tion’ ”’; the setting aside of the office 
of bishop; and continuing the office of 
the ordained Presbyterian elder. 


The board also scored a tendency 
to “equate the Reformation Confes- 
sions of Faith . . . with the Faith of 
The Creeds of the Historic Church 
(but without) overdue stress on the 
importance of any creeds”; adoption 
of new “freely inspired” ways of wor- 
ship with the disappearance of the 
“norm of worship” as found in the 
Episcopal Book of Common Prayer; 
“and the lack of doctrinal agreement 
as to the meaning or effect of the 
two Sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper.” 


“It is unity in the Truth that alone 
promises any hope for the future,” the 
statement said. (See Editorial, “De- 
nominationalism,” p. 8). 
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Suggestion to Liquor Interests— 


Hire the Handicapped 
(Alcoholic Variety) 


SYDNEY — (RNS) — The Au- 
stralian Baptist, official organ of the 
Baptist Union of Australia, has bitter- 
ly attacked an appeal by the Founda- 
tion for Alcoholism for businessmen 
to accept alcoholic employees. 


In an editorial, the publication des- 
cribed the foundation as “an extraordi- 
nary organization which affirms that 
it is not concerned with the causes of 
alcoholism but only with its results 
(and) will occupy itself only with en- 
deavoring to rehabilitate some of the 
victims of the sickness.” 


“Our suggestion is,” the editorial 
declared, “that those businesses that 
create alcoholics by producing the 
cause — alcohol — and those who 
make a profit out of the human de- 
gradation by selling the poison, should 
be the ones to accept responsibility 
for alcoholics.” 


“This would not only be morally 
right but also economically effective.” 


“What a brave sight it would be,” 
the Baptist paper said, “to see those 
large brightly-painted brewery wagons 
loaded with their barrels of beer and 
baskets of bottles careening down 
George Street, weaving through the 
traffic, with an inebriated result of 
the trade at the wheel.” 


“Those pathetic men and women 
who are so far gone in the course of 
the ‘disease’ that they are not capable 
of performing any duties,” the editorial 
continued, “could be employed in an 
advertising capacity. The breweries 
could arrange for them to be placed at 
intervals along the imposing facade of 
their premises and located at suitable 
positions in front of hotels, clubs and 
licensed restaurants with advertising 
captions such as ‘Drink . . . Beer — 
See What It Has Done for Me.” 


The journal finished by stating it 
was “entirely in favor of the liquor 
industries absorbing alcoholics, (as) 
that way alcoholics would in turn ab- 
sorb the liquor trade and thus the 
problem would be solved.” 





A final meditation based on the San Francisco Assembly.— 


Is The Church Ineffective 
Because It Is Divided ? 


Concluding our first-hand report of 
the recent General Assembly of the 
National Council of Churches in San 
Francisco, we ask: Is the Church in- 
effective because it is divided? 


No one would claim that Christians 
are converting the whole world, in 
view of statistics indicating that there 
are more people alive who have never 
heard of Jesus Christ than were alive 
in the days of His flesh. And no one 
would claim that the Church is mak- 
ing over society either. But if the 
world remains unconverted can this be 
blamed on the fact that there are many 
denominations instead of one mighty, 
world-wide CHURCH? 


A bishop of the Episcopal Church 
recently wrote, in Look magazine, that 
a major reason why “Christianity is 
in retreat” is the divided condition 
of the Church. 


Echoing this theme, the NCC vir- 
tually laid down the dictum that the 
major reason for the “ineffectiveness” 
of the Church in our time is its divided- 
ness. The multiplicity of denomina- 
tions was characterized as a “scandal.” 
The body of Christ was described as 
“broken,” helpless because of its “frag- 
mentation.” The witness of Christians 
was termed “fruitless” because the 
world sees a divided instead of a 
united testimony. Prayers were of- 
fered confessing the “sin” of denomi- 
nationalism and beseeching the pardon 
of God upon His “scattered” flock. 


The implication was clear: the way 
to usher in the Kingdom of God is to 
consummate Church unions. Before 
the Assembly began a proposal was 
made for the organic merger of the 
Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, the 
Methodists and the members of the 
United Church of Christ, based on the 
argument that such a merger would 
greatly strengthen the work of these 
denominations, making it more effec- 
tive than it now is in four parts. 
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This viewpoint should be carefully 
considered. If it is a valid contention 
that our divided witness contributes 
toward our ineffectiveness, we should 
recognize the fact and add it to the 
scales upon which we weigh the various 
considerations attending particular 
proposals for union. 


On the other hand, if it is false 
that our divisions detract from our 
total effectiveness — if the argument 
will not hold water—then the illusion 
should be dispelled before it spreads 
further. 


Of course, we would admit that our 
divisions keep us from uttering a unit- 
ed voice on matters ranging from the 
nature of the Godhead to the admission 
of Red China to the U. N. And it is 
rather disconcerting to some people 
that they cannot claim to speak for 
more than 37,000,000 people. But 
then again, who ever spoke for 37,- 
000,000 people? 


We cannot so much as utter a united 
voice in the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. And who would dare claim they 
speak for the Presbyterian Journal 
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THE EDITOR 


and the Presbyterian Outlook in the 
same breath? Or who believes that 
merging the Journal and the Outlook 
would produce a united and effective 
testimony? (Hmmm... !) 


We believe the truth of the matter 
to be that the existing denominational 
divisions do NOT produce ineffective- 
ness. To the contrary. It is demon- 
strable — we believe — that ineffec- 
tiveness increases with bigness, that 
the helter-skelter amalgamation of mul- 
tiplied varieties into a Super Church 
would have an even more deadening 
effect on overall fruitfulness. 


There is abundant reason to believe 
that size alone, achieved by the reduc- 
tion of diversity — even when aided 
by organizational efficiency — is in- 
variably accompanied by depressing 
statistics in those areas that count the 
most: evangelism, missions, steward- 
ship. 


Now we would publicly affirm we 
are not opposed to the merger of 
Church bodies when such mergers 
bring together brethren of like minds 
and advance the testimony of the his- 
toric Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


There are numerous “ecumenical” 
groups that we view with admiration, 
embodying the highest evangelical 
sensitivity with a Christian insensitivity 
to denominations just for denomina- 
tion’s sake. At the moment we are re- 
minded of the work of Inter-Varsity 
among college students; and of a co- 
operative body called the Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod which seeks to do 
what the NCC wants to do, but with 
this difference: the Reformed Ecu- 
menical Synod bases its activities on 
an acceptance of the Bible as the 
Word of God and of the great Re- 
formed creeds as faithful expositions 
of the ways of God. 


So we are not opposed to union, as 
a principle. But we take issue with 
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the thought that the Church is getting 
nowhere in the world today because 
it is divided into denominations. 


SPECIFIC EXAMPLES 


Let’s look at specific unions that 
have taken place. If dividedness is 
to be equated with ineffectiveness, 
then Church mergers should be accom- 
panied by sudden and notable increases 
in fruitfulness. But such has not 
been the case. 


The United Church of South India 
is perhaps the most notable union of 
Churches accomplished in this genera- 
tion. As the pattern after which Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake made his pro- 
posal, the United Church comprises 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Method- 
ists and Congregationalists. Has in- 
creasing fruitfulness in the Lord’s 
work accompanied the merger, now 13 
years old? It has not. Far from spurt- 
ing ahead, the spiritual birth rate or 
growth has diminished. There have 
been certain material advantages, 
chiefly in the relationship between 
the Church and the government which 
now recognizes a single body instead of 
several bodies. But in South India there 
has been no demonstration that the 


“ineffectiveness” of Christ’s work has 
been due to the competing programs 
of several denominations. 


The merger of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. and the United 
Presbyterian Church is another case 
in point. Consummated in 1957 after 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. decid- 
ed not to become a third party to the 
proposal, the combination of the 
Churches has not “infused new blood” 
into the work, or “injected new life” 
into the overall program. To the con- 
trary. As the chart printed below 
graphically illustrates, the rate of de- 
cline has accelerated. And from all 
that we have heard, the report for 
1960, especially in spiritual birth rate 
and in the number of candidates for 
the ministry, will be shocking. 


In connection with the story of the 
above merger, our files are bulging 
with unsolicited letters from ministers 
of the former United Church who have 
written us to say, in effect, the same 
thing: “I voted for union. If I had 
to do it over, I certainly would oppose 
it with all my strength.” The ex- 
perience of being lost in the intricacies 
of a tightly governed, efficiently con- 
trolled and decreasingly effective ec- 
clesiastical machine has proved a bit- 





ter pill. One day we may have occa- 
sion to share some of these letters 
with our readers. 


A third merger of recent days is 
that of the former Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church with the Congrega- 
tional Church. It is too early to mea- 
sure the effect of this merger on the 
overall program of the individual con- 
gregations, but we can already discern 
one thing: in this case as in the others 
there is no reason to believe that the 
merger will produce any really worth- 
while results. 


Of course, that word “worthwhile” 
in the sentence above probably depends 
on who’s speaking. Some of the lead- 
ers of the new United Church of Christ 
point to numerous “worthwhile” re- 
sults. They point, for instance, to 
their new curriculum which is in its 
final stages of development and which 
has cost more money than either de- 
nomination would have been willing 
to spend alone. We had an editorial 
about that new curriculum in the Dec. 
21st Journal describing what they have 
done to the Christmas story, entitled 
“They Have Streamlined Christ.’”’ The 
curriculum development program of 
the United Church is in the hands of 


(Cont. on p. 19, col.3) 





to the NCC 


related to NCC 


Members added on Profession, 
Reaffirmation, Re-Statement 

Members added, Certificate 

Net increase 

Candidates for Ministry 

No. of Churches 

New churches organized 


Note: 
cline. 





Missionaries from Churches Not 


Decline has been steady for past five years. 


MISSIONARY STATISTICS (US.) 


1958 


Missionaries from Churches related 


10,977 


13,360 





UPUSA (NorTHERN PRESBYTERIAN) STATISTICS 


Before merger with 
United Pres. Church 


1956 1957 
142,565 134,140 
118,874 115,227 

38,076 33,055 

2,577 2,507 
8,658 8,489 
99 84 


Merger with United Presbyterian Church did not arrest decline. Actually accelerated. 


Before that there were spurts of growth and de- 


1960 
10,062 (3.2% loss) 
17,157 (22.1% increase) 


After merger with 
United Pres. Church 


1958 1959 
159,370 156,136 
126,189 123,540 

56,989 50,120 

2,787 2,758 
9,454 9,389 
83 67 
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COMMUNISM AND 
THE CHURCHES 


A resolution which didn’t pass but 


which was referred to “the appro- 
priate department for fuller study and 
recommended action,” was one con- 
demning the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee for release of a 
film depicting the San Francisco stu- 
dent riots of several months ago 
during hearings being held in that 
city by the committee. The film, which 
has had wide circulation, is entitled 
“Operation Abolition.” The Rev. Rob- 
ert Moon, from Fresno, Calif., strongly 
supported the resolution, declaring 
that the students were not violent, 
that they were not Communist-led, 
that the demonstrations were orderly 
and disciplined (although he admitted 
the students were washed down the 


city hall steps with fire hoses). Mr. 
Moon was warmly received with ap- 
plause by the NCC delegates. 


A statement by J. Edgar Hoover, 
director of the FBI is appropriate at 
this point. In a report entitled “Com- 
munist Target—Youth,” Mr. Hoover 
gives a detailed account of how the 
Reds planned, staged and participated 
in the stormy demonstrations in San 
Francisco. He names numerous known 
Communists and describes what key 
role each played in “Operation Abo- 
lition’”—the Reds’ code term for the 
project. Hoover says that immedi- 
ately after the riots were over, na- 
tional Communist party leader Gus 
Hall “congratulated the West Coast 
comrades for the initiative and leader- 
ship they displayed at all stages of 
the demonstrations.” 


We are inclined to go along with 
Mr. Hoover instead of Mr. Moon. 


(Watch for the introduction of a 
resolution in the new Congress seek- 
ing the abolition of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. At 
the NCC meeting there were several 
references to the committee, couched 
in language deploring the “continu- 
ing McCarthy tactics” in government 
investigative bodies. Strong supporter 
of a resolution deploring such tactics 
was Bishop James E. Pike who told 
a press conference that he did not 
oppose the committee as such but he 
did oppose the activities of the com- 
mittee — and of other organizations 
such as the American Legion—which 
sought to “usurp judicial functions 
properly belonging to the courts.”) 


——_—_———_—_—— i 


THE REDEMPTION OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL 


Most distressing, perhaps, is the 
poverty of theological sensitivity dis- 
played at such ecumenical gatherings. 
There was much talk of the Lordship 
of Jesus and of commitment to Christ, 
but little interest in the Gospel or 
in the truths that matter. The “hori- 
zontal” relationship is substituted for 
the “vertical” relationship and the 
object of primary concern is invari- 
ably to get right with man rather than 
to get right with God. As a matter of 
fact, it is generally assumed that the 
way to get right with God is to get 
right with man; that the way to re- 
deem man is to solve his physical 
problems. 


It isn’t often suggested that the 
way to redeem man is to place him in a 


THE WELFARE STATE 


The Declaration of Independence 
speaks of the right of all men to the 
pursuit of happiness. Modern liberal- 
ism, represented by the National 
Council, speaks of the right of all 
men to happiness itself. 


The original American ideal was that 
all men should have equal opportunity, 
an equal chance to go as far as skill 
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right relationship with his God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We have an illustration at hand. 
In a policy-making address to the Di- 
vision of Christian Life and Work of 
the National Council, Dr. R. H. Edwin 
Espy, Associate General Secretary, 
discussed “The Effect of Technological 
Change on People,” during the San 
Francisco Assembly. It was his aim 
to describe the revolutionary times in 
which we live and their detrimental 
effect on character. Said Dr. Espy: 


How, in these circumstances, can 
we help our youth to grow up as 
balanced, secure and inwardly free 
human beings? Since they can- 
not be hermetically sealed off 
from the tensions of the world 
about them, the only solution is 
to solve the tensions themselves— 
not only in family life, the econ- 
omy and the community, but also 





and ability might take them. Left- 
wing social theory tends to identify 
human “rights” with the right to share 
in wealth and material things whether 
earned or deserved. Socialism border- 
ing on communism (which is only the 
final stage of socialism) preaches the 
“right” of men to have and to possess 
even at the expense of another: 
“from each according to his ability, 
to each according to his need’ in a 


in international affairs. World 
tension begets individual tension, 
and makes it hard for people to 
have a normal growth as persons. 


How does Dr. Espy propose to re- 
deem society first in order to relieve 
individual tensions? He has no pre- 
scription: “These remarks were intend- 
ed, as I understand it, to be primarily 
diagnostic rather than prescriptive. 
The rest of you are to provide the 
answers! The Division of Christian 
Life and Work will be at this task for 
a long time to come.” 


In another day of tension there 
was One who offered a solution to the 
human problem and it was not based 
on the elimination of the influences 
in the world that beget tension. Said 
He, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 





distribution of wealth regardless of 
ownership. 


Now along comes the National 
Council of Churches with a “message” 
to be preached in all the churches on 
Race Relations Sunday. Entitled, “Let 
Love Be Genuine,” the message reads, 
in part: 


The Bantu, the Chinese and the 
(Cont. on p. 18, col. 3) 
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The Plan of Salvation 
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EDITORIALS — 


That Blake Proposal 


A great many people have indicated 
that they are not quite sure just what 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake’s proposal is 
all about. Dr. Blake, as almost every- 
one now knows, suggested on Dec. 4, 
in San Francisco, that his group of 
Presbyterians get together with the 
Episcopalians, the Methodists and the 
United Church of Christ in a four- 
way organic union. 


Had it been anybody but Dr. Blake, 
the suggestion possibly would have 
been greeted with interest and little 
else. But Dr. Blake is Stated Clerk 
of the United (that is Northern, or 
UPUSA) Presbyterian Church. That 
doesn’t officially mean anything spe- 
cial but Dr. Blake (who looks like an 
all-American tackle in a turned around 
collar) has managed to make it mean 
something special in the public imagi- 
nation during his time in office. 


Observers say that he rules the 
meetings of his own General Assembly 
with an iron hand, frequently making 
speeches to settle things when he 
thinks commissioners are not settling 
them as they should. He attends pub- 
lic functions by the dozen, issuing 
pronouncements which the public press 
interprets as the pronouncements of 
Presbyterianism itself. And he is con- 
stantly traveling all over the U.S. and 
around the world on inspection trips 
very much like a presiding bishop. 


All this must be understood in order 
to understand what happened in San 
Francisco. 


When Dr. Blake delivered a “ser- 
mon” in Bishop Pike’s Episcopal 
Cathedral consisting of a formal plan 
of union for the denominations, and 
Bishop Pike responded with a pre- 
pared endorsement, the public press 
(who were well briefed in advance) 
reacted vigorously in a manner com- 
mensurate with their conception of 
Dr. Blake’s authority. As a matter 
of fact the stories, which broke a 
full day before the proposal was pub- 
licly offered, conveyed the impression 
that the press took this to be an offi- 
cial action by the entire National 


Council of Churches (for whom Dr. 
Blake is also sometimes taken to 
speak). 


On the final day of the Assembly, 
nearly a week later, Dr. Blake felt 
moved to gain the platform in order 
to apologize to the Assembly for hav- 
ing diverted the interest of the world 
away from the National Council to 
himself, assuring the Assembly that 
he had not meant to slight anyone 
when he mentioned only four denomi- 
nations in his plan. “I assure you 
that the general invitation to all 
Churches is as warm as those named... 
the invitation will be enlarged before 
the proposal is made official,’ he 
promised. 


Meanwhile the secular and the re- 
ligious press are behaving as if the 
whole matter is a foregone conclusion 
(which it may well be, from all ap- 
pearances). And in a remarkable bit 
of publicity, the proposal has been 
hailed, endorsed and approved by 
everybody from the presiding bishop 
of the Episcopal Church to the Co- 
Presidents of the United Church of 
Christ. The Methodists not having a 
single presiding bishop, expressions of 
approval have been publicized from 
most prominent Methodist bishops with 
the single exception of Bishop Gerald 
Kennedy who has expressed himself 
as somewhat doubtful about the whole 
thing. 


Outgoing NCC President, Dr. Dahl- 
berg, suggested that the popular ap- 
proval greeting Dr. Blake’s proposal 
proves that it is of the Holy Spirit. 


Dr. Blake and Bishop Pike them- 
selves told all of their constituents 
what was going to happen to them 
on CBS’s “Face the Nation,’ Decem- 
ber 12. 


Interestingly enough, the publicity 
attending the whole matter has in- 
cluded virtually no names of other 
Presbyterians than Dr. Blake. Appar- 
ently his nod is enough. 


Since the San Francisco Assembly 
the UPUSA Church has created a new 





post: Secretary for Inter-Church Ac- 
tion. Objective is to facilitate the | 


crossing of denominational lines in 
ecumenical endeavors. This action, 
however, is not directly related to the 
Blake proposal. 


Standing interested but somewhat 
aghast on the sidelines, as ecumenical 
religion takes the bit in its teeth 
and promises to run away with half 
the Protestants of America, we can- 
not help wondering: if the Protestant 
hierarchy can pull off a bloodless coup 
of this sort before the average church 
member knows what hit him, what’s 
to stop them from going to Rome’s 
Ecumenical Council when it convenes 
and using the same tactic again? 





Denominationalism 


Efforts to unite all (or any) of the 
world’s Christian Churches are opposed 
for a variety of reasons, often adding 
to the confusion and making it more 
difficult for the issues to remain clear. 
The result sometimes follows that the 
brunswick-stew variety of radical ecu- 
menism wins a victory in the reaction 
of thinking people to unrealistic 
orthodoxy just being stubborn. 


The story on p. 3 is a case in point. 
The group of Episcopalians quoted 
there have shown a commendable re- 
gard for the Truth so often missing 
from recent ecumenical discussions. 
But to object to merger proposals on 
the grounds that the Episcopal Church 
is thereby relegated to the status of a 
denomination is to disallow that any- 
one else is Christian in a manner some 
of the sects do. 


Of course it is hard to separate de- 
nominational pride from concern for 
the Truth. The Vatican radio, com- 
menting on the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury’s visit to the Pope remarked, 
“Perhaps this visit will open the eyes 
of Anglicans . . . Perhaps they will 
accept the Catholic truths and submit 
themselves to the rule of the One 
Shepherd.” When Protestants who 
will not so much as recognize other 
Protestants are not so much as recog- 
nized, in turn, by Rome, you’ve got 
yourself a problem. 
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We hope that in the period of grow- 
ing tension which will surely follow 
the latest moves in “ecumenical aggres- 
sion” (as Christianity Today puts it), 
we may be enabled to maintain a prop- 
er perspective. As we have repeated- 
ly insisted, we are not opposed to the 
union of Christians, as such. We are 
unalterably opposed to the creeping in- 
filtration of the world into the Church 
which crucifies the Lord afresh. We 
see, in too much ecumenical activity, 
evidence of compromise both with the 
world and with paganism. In some 
of the easy mouthing of Christ’s Name 
we fear there are signs of blasphemy. 





Alcohol Aloft 


The problem of alcohol aboard air- 
liners —— they say — is created by 
passengers demanding their drinks 
aloft. We are inclined to suspect that 
the problem is created mostly by the 
airlines in an expensive bid for patron- 
age. 


Winging out to San Francisco not 
long ago we indulged a bit and traveled 
first class part of the way. Most of 
our fellow passengers were urged to 
indulge in another way. It was our 
interested observation that they seemed 
not to require too much urging. May- 
be it was the romance of air travel 
and the luxurious service that made 
them succumb to the proffered drinks. 
But we don’t remember spotting any 
teetotalers. 


There were some who declined when 
the stewardesses suggested cocktails. 
But as dinner was served and glasses 
were placed on every tray, we did not 
notice that any fellow passenger shook 
his head when the attractive young 
ladies approached with towel - encased 
bottles and invitingly asked, “Cham- 
pagne?” 


Nobody requested a drink. You 
didn’t have to. Instead you had to 
say “No!’, firmly, to keep from get- 
ting one. As we said, we have a new 
conception of the “problem” of drink- 
ing aboard airliners. It isn’t altogether 
the passengers’ blame. 


There is abroad in the world today 
a fatal philosophy, one as old as man 
himself, but one that continues to rise 
and plague succeeding generations and 
which seems to be coming into frui- 
tion today — the philosophy that 
there is “power” in Babel. 


Man looks to numbers and organi- 
zations to solve his problems. 


God offers the solution through 
obedience to Him and through the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 


The philosophy that man can meet 
his problems through any other way 
than God’s is no longer confined to 
the secular world. For, while we have 
a rising political force which looks to 
the United Nations (actually disunit- 
ed) to solve the world’s problems, there 
is an identical philosophy within the 
leadership of the visible Church, the 
philosophy that numbers and organi- 
zations can enhance the power and 
prestige of God’s witness. 


While the secular, unregenerate 
world will probably pursue its course 
to unlimited chaos and _ ultimate 
destruction, in the process turning 
more and more to centralized authority 
and power, it is unthinkable that the 
Church should adopt the same tactics 
— and yet she seems to be doing just 
that. 


We all admit the chaotic world con- 
dition. We likewise recognize the 
waning influence of the Church in a 
world where three-fourths of those 
born each year have, under present 
conditions, little hope of ever accept- 
ing Christ. But that both the world 
and the Church should turn to the 
same solution for their problems can 
only mean that the philosophy of the 
world has triumphed in what should 
be the spiritual realm. 


The deep concern and sincerity of 
many at the forefront of contemporary 
Protestantism cannot be questioned. 
But the leadership of the ecumenical 
movement consists of a “mixed mul- 
titude,” those who loyally adhere to 
the essential doctrines of the Chris- 
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tian faith and others to whom the basic 
content of the Christian faith has lit- 
tle relevance, and at the moment it is 
those who follow the mirage of or- 
ganic union at the expense of spiritual 
unity who dominate the scene. 


There is one simple test in this mat- 
ter. Raise the issue of the basic con- 
tent of the Christian faith and a smoke 
sereen of opposition to “imposing on 
anyone a doctrinal basis” will be vig- 
orously expressed. 


Despite this confusion at the top 
there are still millions of Christians 
of all denominations who accept as 
the common denominator of their 
faith the Biblically based outline of 
the Person and Work of Christ and 
who will defend, and if necessary die 
for that faith. 


One of the historically and experi- 
mentally proven truths of the Christian 
Faith has to do with the Person and 
work of the Holy Spirit. That His 
presence and blessing is inexorably 
bound up with man’s faith in divinely 
revealed truth has been the experience 
and the blessing of Christians in every 
generation. But the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit does not lend itself to the 
whims of either doubt or denial. 


Centuries before our Lord’s advent 
into this world one of His prophets 
said: “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” 


We have no right to expect the un- 
believing world to live by this precept, 
for they know not God neither do they 
regard His ways. 


But those words of Zechariah should 
stand out in blazing emphasis for the 
Church, for in them is found the way 
of God’s blessing. 


Living in a day when the Spirit of 
the Living God is still striving with 
men; in a time when there is still evi- 
dence all around us that His Spirit is 
ready and anxious to honor those who 
honor Him; in a time when the method 
and work of the Holy Spirit may still 
be traced in the formation of the early 


(Cont. on p. 19, Col. 2) 














the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as a 
success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you ga> 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, 8. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
ee ~ 8. C. 

A. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The 1 Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prap. 
Belk’s Department Store, 
Lancaster, 8. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
reg | Co. 
Darlington, 8. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Ce. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson . 
Whitmire, S. 

Jack Giliilend. ‘Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
AREANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


“Is Not This The Christ?” 


Bible Material: John 4 
Devotional Reading: John 1:43-51 


There are striking contrasts between our lesson for 
last Sunday and the one for today. The meeting of 
Nicodemus with Christ was held secretly at night 
while this one today was in a public place about the 
middle of the day. Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews, 
a man of high standing both socially and morally: the 
woman of Samaria was of doubtful character and an 
outcast from society. The theme of conversation was 
the same — salvation — but what a difference in ap- 
proach and in the method of treating the subject! 


To the proud Pharisee, the teacher of Israel, Jesus 
spoke of the nature of the new birth necessary before 
anyone could see or enter the kingdom of God. He 
told him of His death on the cross and of the love 
of God for a lost world. 


To the woman who came to draw water He present- 
ed salvation as “living water.” We have a fine example 
of the matchless way in which Jesus taught and how 
He adapted His teaching to the character of those 
whom He taught. There is a lesson for all of us here, 
for we are called upon to meet the needs of all kinds 
of people. We can learn how to teach and preach if 
we follow the method of our Master. 


Water is often used in the Bible to symbolize sal- 
vation. The prophet Isaiah cried, “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price.” Ezekiel had 
a vision of the holy waters, “. . . and by the river 
upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, 
shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, 
neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed; it shall 
bring forth new fruit according to his months, because 
their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the 
fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof 
for medicine.” Turning to Revelation 22:1, we read, 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 
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“And He shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on 
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations.” It was natural for Jesus to 
speak of water when He met the woman of Samaria 
at the well. 

I. Jesus and the Samaritan woman: 4:1-26. 

In going from Judaea to Galilee, He had to go 
through Samaria. The Samaritans were a mixed race 
and were despised by the pure-blooded Jews. In going 
from Judaea to Galilee the Jews would often cross 
and recross the Jordan River to avoid going through 
Samaria. But Jesus did not pass them by. He loved 
to gather in “the outcasts of Israel” and He knew that 
there were thirsty souls in Sychar that needed Him. 
The Samaritans often stood out as better men than 
their neighbors. This was true in the Parable of the 
good Samaritan where he was compared to the priest 
and the levite. 


“Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being 
wearied with His journey, sat thus on the well; and 
it was the sixth hour.” When the Son of God became 
Man He became a real Man, with a true body. This 
means much to us. He was hungry and thirsty and 
tired at times. He was touched with our infirmities 
and tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin. In every way He was fitted to be the “Second 
Adam.” 


Let me quote a fine paragraph from Bishop Ryle: 
“The servant of Christ should grasp firmly this great 
truth, that there are two perfect and complete natures 
in the one Person whom he serves. The Lord Jesus, 
in whom the Gospel bids us believe, is, without doubt, 
Almighty God, — equal to the Father in all things, 
and able to save to the uttermost all those that come 
unto God by Him. But that same Jesus is no less 
certainly perfect Man, — able to sympathize with man 
in all that man’s body has to endure. Power and 
sympathy are marvellously combined in Him who died 
for us on the cross. Because He is God, we may re- 
pose the weight of our souls upon Him with unhesi- 
tating confidence. He is mighty to save. Because He 
is Man, we may speak to Him with freedom, about the 
many trials to which flesh is heir. He knows the heart 
of a man. Here is rest for the weary! Here is Good 
News! Our Redeemer is Man as well as God, and God 
as well as Man. He that believeth on Him, has every- 








thing that a child of Adam can possibly require, either 
for safety or for peace.” Human, thirsty and wearied 
with His journey, the Son of God sat and rested while 
the disciples went into the city to buy food. 


There came a woman of Samaria to draw water: 
“Jesus saith unto her, Give Me to drink.” There is 
no better way to approach a person than to ask a simple 
favor. This request, however, surprised the woman: 
“How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, 
which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans.” Jesus began to talk 
about “living water,” and offered this water which can 
alone quench the thirst of a human soul. 


The “water” of this world can never do this. It is 
said of Lord Byron that he drank of every cup this 
world could offer — riches, pleasure, honor — and 
died of thirst, for none of these and all of these failed 
to satisfy. Solomon tried everything this world could 
offer him and said, “All is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 
We are made for God and our souls will never be satis- 
fied until we rest in Him. Augustine was another who 
found this to be true. 


The woman said, “Sir, give me this water, that I 
thirst not, neither come hither to draw.” She did not 
see the real meaning of His words. Jesus said to her, 
“Go, call thy husband, and come hither.” Up to this 
point the woman seemed unconscious of, or indifferent 
to, her sinful life. This command of Jesus awakened 
a sense of sin, and this was very necessary. She re- 
plied, “I have no husband.” The Lord’s knowledge 
of her life led her to say, “Sir I perceive that Thou 
art a prophet.” 


She tried to turn the conversation to the old dispute 
between the Jews and the Samaritans. Then she final- 
ly said, “I know that Messias cometh, which is called 
Christ. When He is come, He will tell us all things.” 
Jesus said to her, “I that speak unto thee am He.” Here 
is the first of a series of “I am’s” found in John. This 
plain revelation of Himself was given to this poor wom- 
an. “I am the Messiah,” the long-expected One Who 
should be the Saviour of His people and of the world. 


The woman left her waterpot, went into the city and 
said to the men, “Come, see a Man, Who told me all 
things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” There 
is evidence of at least some faith. She has seen her 
sinful self and now she sees her Saviour. If we can 
get people to see these two things, their sin and need, 
and the One who can meet that need, then they are 
indeed, very close to the kingdom. Repentance and 
faith are necessary steps in the conversion of a soul. 


“The woman then left her waterpot.” Her soul 
was now thirsty for the water of life. She was ready 
to seek first the kingdom of God. She felt the “expul- 
sive power of a new affection.” She saw there was some- 
thing better than water out of Jacob’s well. She was 
desiring the water of life. Oh, if we could only get 
men and women to thirst for God! 


II. Jesus and His Disciples: 31:38. 


The disciples returned and begged Him to eat, but 
He said, “I have meat to eat that ye know not of,” 
and then, (v. 34), “My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent Me, and to finish His work.” Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, had a very definite mission: to reveal 


the Father and to redeem the world by His sacrificial 
death on the cross. He said, as He hung on the cross 
and died, “It is finished.” He said, in His prayer in 
John 17, “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest me to do.” 


Would it not be a wonderful thing if we who follow 
Him could say this? He has a definite work for all of 
us, if we will find out what it is. “Teach me Thy will, 
O God,” is one of the greatest prayers a soul can utter. 


“And he that reapeth receiveth wages.” Some men 
are called upon to “break up the fallow ground” and 
prepare the soil. Others sow seed. To some there 
comes the gathering in of the harvest. John the ‘Bap- 
tist prepared the way. Jesus was the great Sower of 
Seed. It would be the privilege of His disciples to reap 
a harvest: 3,000 were converted at Pentecost, and Philip 
and others reaped a great harvest in Samaria. 


III. Jesus and the Samaritans: $9-42. 


“And many of the Samaritans of that city believed 
on Him for the saying of the woman.” The Master 
experienced the joy of the reaper. He stayed there two 
days. And many more believed because of His own 
Word. “We have heard Him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ,” they said. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR JANUARY 22, 1961 








Investing For God 


Scripture—Matthew 25:14-30 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side” 


“I Gave My Life for Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
time in which we live is sometimes characterized as the 
atomic age or the scientific age. It is certain that great 
strides of progress are being made in science. Many 
people seem to believe that the secret of total success is 
to outstrip all others in materialistic and _ scientific 
achievement. We are disturbed because it seems that 
our enemies are gaining on us. There are many who 
say we are falling behind in the race for nuclear power. 
For this we are concerned. 


There is another failure that should concern us 
even more, and this is the moral and spiritual failure 
of America. We are rapidly becoming a nation of 
secularists . . . that is, of people who ignore God and 
our responsibility to Him. 


We criticize the communists for being Godless. Per- 
haps they are more honest than many Americans. They 
deny by both word and deed that they believe in God. 
We say we believe in God, but many of us act as if we 
never heard of Him. We say we believe, but we act 
as though God makes no difference. 


Here are some evidences of our spiritual sickness: In 
1956 Americans spent ten billion dollars for alcoholic 
beverages, which is as much as we spent on all public 
education. In more recent years the figure has in- 
creased. It is estimated that we spend twenty to thirty 
billion dollars each year on gambling. Crime costs us 
more than twenty billion a year. Five major crimes are 
committed every minute in America. Vice, violence, 
and sex are all the rage in modern literature and enter- 
tainment. Graft, corruption, and general dishonesty 
are easy to find in government, business, entertainment. 
Even sports are often crooked. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the FBI has made two 
very significant statements about the moral situation in 
America today. This is what he says: “It did not 
come upon us overnight. It is deepseated. Something 
has happened to the moral stamina of America. When 
you reduce the whole problem to fundamentals, the 
answer is simple. People for the most part commit 
crime because they do not have the moral stamina and 


the traits of character to withstand temptation.” Again, 
he said, ““The criminal is the product of spiritual starva- 
tion. Someone has failed miserably to bring him to 
know God, to love Him, and to serve Him.” These 
statements from ]. Edgar Hoover are inportant. When 
people lose sight of God, they become morally and 
spiritually sick, and when they are morally sick, they 
are on the way to becoming criminals. 


FIRST SPEAKER: If ignorance of God is at the 
root of America’s moral and spiritual trouble, what 
shall we do? We are obligated to make investments 
for God like the men in the Scripture parable who re- 
ceived the talents. We must dedicate our time, abilities, 
and means to making God known. Perhaps we think 
we cannot afford to do this, but can we afford not to? 
The American people invest in many other things of 
less importance, whether they want to or not. 


We are required to invest great sums of money for 
national defense, foreign aid, education, welfare, high- 
ways, public buildings, etc. We support the programs 
of the government by means of taxes. It is estimated 
that at least one third of the average citizen’s income 
goes for taxes, either directly or indirectly. Our govern- 
ment recognizes the importance of these programs, and 
requires us to support them. But the government vir- 
tually ignores our spiritual needs, and the people do 
too. Moral and spiritual health is fundamental to the 
continued strength of our nation, but our investments 
for God are minute compared with the time, energy, 
and money which we devote to less important things. 
God has given us the means of spiritual growth and de- 
velopment, but we have largely neglected them. 


SECOND SPEAKER: What are some practical ways 
in which we, as Christian young people, can invest our 
lives for God? 


For one thing we can be willing to answer God's call 
to the Christian ministry or to Christian teaching. If 
the people of our nation and of the world are to know 
God, there must be those to teach them. Never has 
there been a greater need or a greater demand for dedi- 
cated teachers and preachers than now. This work may 
not seem very glamorous in the eyes of the world, but 
in the estimation of God it is tremendously important 
both for time and eternity. 


Another way of investing for God is to dedicate our- 
selves here and now to the business of teaching and liv- 
ing our Christian faith. We must recognize the funda- 
mental nature of our faith. Christianity is no elective. 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 2) 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JANUARY 11, 1961 








“a ——— NA 


#3 WOMENS - 





Steet te 


Fg On 


WORK ¢ 





Wey 





SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY * * * Manford Geo. Gutzke. D.D., Ph.D. 


LIVING IN CHRIST—February 


: “Have This Mind Among Yourselves” 


Philippians 2:5-11 


We have now reached a portion of the 2nd chapter of 
Philippians in which there is a statement of the Incar- 
nation — that is of the coming of the Lord Jesus in 
human form — which is given by the Apostle Paul in 
order to suggest something about the “mind” of the 
Christian. “Have this mind among yourselves,” writes 
the Apostle — whereupon he mentions the Incarnation 
of the Son of God. Our lesson today has to do with 
what the Apostle Paul means to say. 


We will not want to forget the situation as it was 
in Philippi where these new Christians lived to whom 
the Apostle was writing. His letter was written to 
strengthen these Christians, to sustain their morale. 
By “morale” I mean their “inner spirit.” The Chris- 
tians of Philippi were in danger of persecution and of 
death. Paul himself was in prison. All of this would 
tend to discourage them. But if they were strong in 
their spirit — if their attitude, their frame of mind, 
was strong — they would be able to face both their 
difficulties and their opportunities in such fashion as 
to give a good account of themselves before God. 


Paul was speaking to their outlook or “mind.” Now 
a person’s “mind” embraces much more than just the 
information he has in his head. One’s “mind” is large- 
ly one’s purpose or intent. The question, “What's 
your mind on the matter?” not only includes what you 
know about the matter, but it also includes what you 
intend doing about it. 


There is such a thing as a “common mind” on a 
given matter, meaning that all are agreed about a pro- 
cedure or course of action. Families as well as in- 
dividuals can have a “mind” of their own. Sometimes 
we refer to the “American mind” or to the “modern 
mind.” 


LIVING IN CHRIST—A ‘MIND’ 


Now for “Living in Christ” — the theme of Philip- 
pians — Paul would say that it is essential to have the 
“mind which was in Christ Jesus.” Some people, re- 
ferring to this passage, speak of the “mind of Christ.” 
I have no objection to that phrase, but there is a subtle 
difference between the “mind of Christ” and the “mind 
which was in Christ.” A Christian cannot expect to 
have the “thought processes” of the Lord Himself, but 
he can strive to act in the “frame of mind” which char- 
acterized the life on earth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And to do this is part of successful Christian living. 


The matter we are discussing is very important. It 
is perhaps the major thrust of the whole letter that 
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living in Christ is mostly a matter of acquiring a “frame 
of mind” which will issue in certain conduct or be- 
havior. 


To “let this mind be in you” suggests foregoing your 
own mind in order to acquire another. You know, we 
each have a mind and together we have several minds 
on a given subject. Sometimes we have confusion with- 
in ourselves and we find ourselves with more than one 
mind about a single subject and we cannot decide which 
to follow. Paul says, “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus...” This is a way of saying 
that to live in Christ we must repudiate or put away 
the mind of the flesh (the mind of our human inclina- 
tions) in order to bring our mind into line with Christ's 
will. 


The business of putting away one attitude in order 
to adopt another does not mean that we deny any of 
the facts in the case. It is the way that we look at the 
facts that will change. There is a big difference be- 
tween the person looking to get along in the world 
and the person looking for the favor of God. Such 
a difference is implied here. 


Moreover, we are not left in any doubt as to what 
this “mind which was in Christ Jesus” really was. In 
these verses we have an aspect of it; and in the verses 


to follow, through chapter 3, we will have other aspects 
of it. 


The whole matter of the “mind which was in Christ 
Jesus” is set forth in Philippians with reference to four 
persons who are named. (At this point I want to say 
that this is the only place in Scripture where the 
Name of the Lord Jesus is included in a list of 
names of people with any semblance of . equality. 
He doesn’t belong on any list of human names. But I 
want you to notice that here He is not only at the 
head of the list but that it is also Jesus of Nazareth— 
the Lord in His human nature—to which reference is 
made). Together with the Lord Jesus Himself, three 
other persons, Timothy, Epaphroditus and Paul are 
mentioned in chapters 2 and $ of Philippians in order 
to exhibit separate aspects of the “mind which was in 
Christ Jesus.” 


In the portion of the letter we are studying now 
the “mind which was in Christ Jesus” exemplified hu- 
mility. In the reference to Timothy, which follows, we 
will notice consideration for others. Epaphroditus 
showed zeal to the point of self-denial and these two 
(zeal and self-denial) belong together. Finally Paul 
himself is characterized by consecration. Take these 
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four together: humility, consideration for others, zeal 
to the point of self-denial and consecration and you 
have the four aspects of the “mind which was in Christ 
Jesus” which is the secret of living in Christ. 


THE MIND OF CHRIST—HUMILITY 


Paul’s reference to the Lord Jesus is to the humility 
He exemplified — and this humility is said to have 
been exhibited in His Incarnation. 


At this point it is proper that we ask ourselves, what 
is humility? What does it really mean to be humble? 
Drawing our answer from this passage we may say, 
first of all, that humility is an achtevement. It is some- 
thing done or accomplished. It is not natural. Human 
beings are not born with humility. This is something 
to be acquired. 


I would remind you that no baby is humble. It 
isn’t humble to wake up everybody at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, but a baby will do that. It isn’t humble to 
grasp everything you can get your hands on, but a 
baby will do that. And it isn’t humble for a child to 
slap its mother in the face, but a baby will do that. I 
have nothing against babies, you understand! I simply 
want to explain human nature. Whenever you meet 
a truly humble person you meet someone who has 
learned something. He wasn’t born that way. 


Humility is something that you do te yourself. Let 
me call your attention to verse 8: “He humbled Him- 
self...” This implies taking an inferior position. But 
it is not to take an inferior position if one is actually 
inferior: it is to take an inferior position even though 
one is not inferior. 


Here is a personal example: With reference to piano 
playing, I am inferior. In fact I am so inferior that I 
cannot play at all. For me to take the position that I 
cannot play the piano is not to be humble, it is to be 
honest. I am not a piano player! When I say that I 
am no piano player I am not being humble, I am just 
telling the truth! On the other hand, here is a person 
who plays the piano very well indeed. And, let us 
say, this person finds himself in a group where there 
is to be singing. And the leader of the song service 
calls on the usual person to play the piano (who does 
it rather badly) not realizing that there is an expert 
piano player present in the room. Now for the excel- 
lent player to keep quiet about his prowess and express 
appreciation to the other person for his playing would 
be to act in keeping with humility as we seek to under- 
stand it. 


What I am leading up to is this: When the Lord 
Jesus Christ took upon Himself the form of a Man He 
humbled Himself. How so? Because He was no man! 
He was the eternal Son of God! But He was “made 
in the likeness of men” — that is, He took upon Him- 
self that which He was not. He took a position which 
was lower than the one to which He was entitled. 


He, “being in the form of God” — which is where 
the Incarnation begins, namely, with the fact that the 
Lord Jesus was in the form of God ... (we remember, 
at this point that in His High Priestly prayer, John 
17:5, Jesus Christ mentions the “glory which I had 
with Thee before the world began” and we identify 
the word “form” here, not with any “physical form” 
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but with “position” or “general standing” with ref- 
erence to God) — He “thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God...” This translation is a bit awk- 
ward, but it means that there would be nothing illegal 
for him to claim equality with God; to take the place 
of God would not be larceny for Him. In short, it 
would be perfectly in keeping for Him to claim a place 
of equality with God. Instead, He “made Himself 
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant...” The Lord Jesus laid aside His majesty 
in order to be found in fashion as a man. That is 
how He humbled Himself. 


SERVING THOUGH NOT A SERVANT 


At this point we are reminded of the classic illustra- 
tion of the humility exemplified by Jesus Christ in His 
flesh: the washing of the disciples’ feet, recounted in 
John 13. In this story we have an illustration of what 
humility means. There is nothing in the story to sug- 
gest that washing feet was either an appropriate or a 
customary gesture for the Lord Jesus. He was not a 
servant and He was not taken to be a servant. He 
was Master and Lord and when He took the basin 
(after pointedly divesting Himself of His robe and 
girding Himself with a towel) He evoked an immediate 
protest from Peter who tried to prevent Him from 
performing so menial a task. Despite the consterna- 
tion of the disciples, however, He proceeded to wash 
their feet after which the account pointedly remarks 
that He replaced His garment and resumed His place 
before He offered this explanation: “As I have humbled 
Myself (the washing being a figure of the basic humilia- 
tion of the Incarnation itself) so you must humble 
yourselves if you are to be truly My disciples.” 


Mind you, taking the place of a servant does not 
mean that we actually are beneath everyone else. It 
does mean that we become willing to esteem other peo- 
ple better than ourselves even though they may actual- 
ly be in many ways inferior to us. 


The Lord Jesus was not a servant of the disciples: 
He was their Lord and Master. He said so. But He 
voluntarily performed the role of a servant for their 
sakes. He was not “in character” waiting on them. 
He was “out of character.” But He voluntarily stepped 
“out of character” in order to demonstrate how He ex- 
pected them to “step out of character” even as He had 
when He became “fashioned as a Man.” 


Jesus Christ took upon Himself a human nature, but 
He was no mere man. He was the Son of God even in 
His human nature. When the Scripture says that He 
“emptied Himself” it goes on to explain what is meant 
by “emptied Himself”: He made Himself “of no repu- 
tation.” That is, He divested Himself of His standing. 
There’s no change in His nature implied. He had been 
in the Presence of His Father as God and He laid aside 
that prestige and came down here on earth to take the 
place of a servant. 


There is a parallel between the Incarnation and the 
Creation. Genesis tells us that man was made “in the 
image of God.” This does not mean that he was made 
God. Adam was not made God. And in like manner 
the Lord Jesus was made “in the likeness of men.” But 
this does not mean that He became wholly man. He 
was Deity, too, while on earth. 





THE INCARNATION—A HUMILIATION 


Consider this: If he actually became wholly man 
there would have been no humility in His acting as a 
man. And if He was only man it would not have been 
humbling for Him to have died, for every man dies. It 
is when God dies that we see humility! 


Remember His baptism as an example of His hu- 
mility. John the Baptist recognized that He needed no 
baptism and he said, in effect, “You shouldn't have 
come to be baptized of me, for I rather have need to 
be baptized of Thee!” But the Lord Jesus said, “Suffer 
it to be so now for thus it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matt. 3:14-15). That was humility, as 
He “took the place of a sinner” that He might be able 
to take my place when the time for His death came. 


Then there was the time of His arrest in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. When Peter drew his sword and pre- 
pared to do battle the Lord said to him, in effect, “Don’t 
you know that if I wanted them even now I could ask 
my Father and He would send 12 legions of angels to 
my defense?” (Matt. 26:53). You see, He could have 
been delivered. But He refused deliverance! Through- 
out the whole account when you think of the “hu- 
mility” of the Lord Jesus you think of One who could 
have claimed something else but willingly took the 
lesser part, the lesser role, in order that He might ac- 
complish the desired end. 


The implications for Christians seeking to “let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” are 
We may not be servants but we become willing 


clear. 


to serve. We may not be inferior but we become will- 
ing to “esteem others better” than ourselves. This 
doesn’t make others better than you are. And it 


It means that 
It means that you 


doesn’t make you worse than they are. 
you go to the foot of the table. 
take the lowest place. 


When we live thus, 
there is peace. 


“in Christ,” there is joy and 


* * * * * * 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This “study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-10. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
60-11_. $9. 00) . 


YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 13 


What a person believes about Christ makes all the 
difference. It is the difference between being saved 
and being lost. Whenever we become truly convinced 
of the necessity of knowing Christ, we will work more 
faithfully to share our knowledge of Him. 


Still another way of investing for God is to use our 
money to promote the spread of the Christian Gospel. 
As has already been pointed out, we invest our money 
in many things. Some of them are good, and some of 
them are harmful, but none can compare in value to an 
investment in the spread of Christian knowledge. Amer- 
ican teenagers spend millions of dollars every year. 
What proportion of it is invested for God? 
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is required throughout J A N U A R Y 
in obtaining PRESBYTERIAN 
GROUP INSURANCE 


Churches Apply Now To 


BoarD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary 






j of MINISTERS or LAY EMPLOYEES 


gone. 
ar 
ee 


Generous Life Insurance Policies, and Major 
Medical Benefits the cost of which would be 
much higher on an individual basis. Ask about 
new benefits recently applied to Group Insur- 
ance for which there is no charge for the next 
six months. 
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PROGRAM LEADER: Our nation and our world 
need to know and trust God more than anything else. 
Are we ready to invest our lives to meet this need? Are 
there any among us who will have to appear before God 





in the day of judgment and admit that we have not in- 


vested to His glory the time, ability and energy He 
has given us? 


For a closing prayer sing “O Zion, Haste!” 








NEW CHURCH CONSECRATED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Clifton church, 
located at McLendon and Connecticut 
Ave., consecrated its new building at 
special services led by Dr. E. S. Camp- 
bell, pastor of the Hyde Park church, 
Tampa, Fla. He was assisted by Dr. 
Bonneau H. Dickson and Dr. Paul L. 
Garber. Guest speaker for evening 
services the same day was Dr. J. 
McDowell Richards, president of 
Columbia Seminary. A Columbia 
senior, John B. Campbell, serves the 
church. 





ANNIVERSARY NOTED 


APPALACHIA, Va. — The First 
Church here, organized in 1920 with 
26 members, has celebrated its 40th 
anniversary. The observance includ- 
ed a family night supper served by 
the Men of the Church under the 
sponsorship of the Board of Deacons, 
at which a brief history was given by 
the pastor, the Rev. Loren V. Watson, 
and a stewardship program was pre- 
sented. A tithing venture is planned 
the first quarter of this year. 





MISSIONS GROUP PLANS 
CONFERENCE FOR YOUTH 


DECATUR, Ga.— Columbia Semi- 
nary’s Society of Missionary Inquiry 
has announced plans for its Ninth 
Annual World Missions Conference, 
which will be held this year April 
28-30 at Rock Eagle 4-H Club Center, 
Eatonton, Ga. Approximately 1,000 
high school and college age young 
people throughout the South are ex- 
pected. 


“Christ for the World” will be the 
theme for the gathering, which has 
been termed the “largest Protestant 
youth conference on missions in the 
world.” Among the speakers will be 
Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of Chat- 
tanooga’s First Church; Walter 
Shepard, Jr., educational missionary 
from the Congo; Bill Moseley, evan- 
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gelistic missionary from Brazil; and 
Dr. J. Davison Philips of the Decatur 
church. Leading seminars on “The 
Nature and Meaning of the Call to 
Church Vocation” will be Dr. Man- 
ford Gutzke and Dr. Charles Cousar. 


Registration details will be 
nounced by the Society later. 


an- 





F. P. C. RECOGNIZED EARLY 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — (PN) — 
Two honors which ordinarily are with- 
held from new colleges have come to 
Florida Presbyterian College. It has 
been invited to participate in the 1961 
Danforth Foundation workshop, and 
it is approved for a chapter of the 
American Association of University 
Professors. Regional accreditation is 
usually a prerequisite for such steps. 





CURRIE ELECTED 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN) — Charles 
J. Currie, executive secretary of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Annui- 
ties and Relief headquarters here, has 
been elected president of the national 
Church Pension Conference for 1961. 
More than 100 persons representing 
32 pension bodies, mostly Protestant 
denominations but including the 
YMCA, attended the annual meeting 
at which Mr. Currie was elected. 





PSYCHIATRIC UNIT OPENS 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — (PN) — 
Presbyterian Hospital here has opened 
a new $60,000 unit for the care of 
psychiatric patients. The opening of 
the psychiatric suite meant two notable 
firsts for the city in the problem of 
caring for persons with emotional 
disturbances: The unit is the first 
here to provide hospital facilities for 
the care of emotionally disturbed per- 
sons on an out-patient basis; and it is 
the first to provide maximum security 
facilities in a white hospital here for 
emergency detention of severely dis- 
turbed persons. 
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CENTRE GETS $250,000 


DANVILLE, Ky. — Centre College 
will receive approximately $250,000 
for scholarships “‘to worthy students” 
from the estate of the late Mrs. May 
Bruce Brennan Washington of New 
York City, President Thomas A. 
Spragens has announced. Mrs. Wash- 
ington was a native of Louisville and 
a member of a family that has pro- 
vided other scholarship funds for 
Centre previously. 





MUSIC IS BOOK SUBJECT 


DANVILLE, Ky. — Prof. Dwight 
Steere, head of the Centre College 
music department, is the author of 
a book, “Music In Protestant Wor- 
ship,” which has just been published 
by John Knox Press in Rich- 
mond. The book was made possible 
by funds provided Prof. Steere by the 
Centre College research grant com- 
mittee and the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.) educational fund. 


Prof. Steere, who joined the Centre 
faculty in 1945, is director of the 
Centre A Cappella Choir which has 
sung in such places as The National 
Gallery of Art and National Presby- 
terian Church, Washington, D. C. He 
is also organist and choir director at 
First Church here. A native of Mich- 
igan, he holds the bachelor of art and 
master’s degrees from the University 
of Michigan. 





NEW CHURCH CONSECRATED 


NOTASULGA, Ala. — Woodland 
church here has consecrated its new 
building with the Rev. Arch L. Me- 
Nair preaching the sermon. The cur- 
rent pastor, the Rev. Keeran C. Willis, 
presided, and greetings were brought 
by the first pastor, the Rev. C. H. 
Rogers, and representatives of East 
Alabama Presbytery. The building 
committee included Henry Lee Mc- 
Ghar, chairman, David Miller, archi- 
tect, and Robert Bently, treasurer. 





Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 
5. Judgment for Sin 


DO YOU KNOW—Why God Destroyed Sodom? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 18:20-22. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Sodom? 

THINGS TO REMEMBER: Sin must be punished. Romans 6: 
23; Ezekiel 18:4. 


ABRAHAM PRAYS FOR SODOM Genesis 18: 20-33 
Write the number of the verse on the line which tells that: 
The sin of Sodom was very grievous. 
Abraham asked the Lord to spare the city for the 
sake of 50 righteous people. 
The Lord promised to spare the city if He 
could find 50 righteous people. 
Abraham pleaded for the sake of 20. 
The Lord promised not to destroy the city for 
the sake of 10 righteous. 


LOT IS WARNED BY ANGELS Genesis 19: 1-20 
Lot rose to meet two angels, who appeared 
as men. 


They entered Lot’s house when he urged them. 

The men of Sodom asked Lot to bring the 
visitors out. 

Lot asked them not to do wickedly. 


(Connect the parts that belong together. ) 


The angels said, ““The Lord LORD will destroy this city.” 
Lot spoke to thought he was joking. 

Lot said, ““The sent us to destroy Sodom.” 
Lot's sons in law his sons in law. 


The angels led Lot by the hand with some of his family and 
brought him out of the city. How many were saved?_____ 
The Lord said, “ for thy life; not behind 
thee; go to the 7 











GOD DESTROYS SODOM AND GOMORRAH. Genesis 19: 
17,24-26. 

Because of the sin of the people in them, the cities of 

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by brimstone and fire. 

Because Lot's wife disobeyed and looked , she 

became a pillar of 





* ££ © + & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


What is the longest chapter in the Bible? (Hint: look in the 
Psalms) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 


SIDELIGHTS—irom p. 6 
Cuban speak for all men when 
they cry, “Give me the oppor- 
tunity to have!’’ Millions of 
people hunger for a fuller share 
of the good things of life. Every 
man has the right to have what 
is his as a man: food, shelter, 
clothing, work, health, play, 
beauty, knowledge. God has given 
him the right to these things and 
true love takes the form of jus- 
tice as it confronts every man’s 
plea for what is his as a man. 
This is a test of love: does it 
respond in justice to the need 
and the right of all men to have 
what is their’s as men? 


I am my brother’s keeper. But the 
division of goods by the coercion of 
the state, whether through taxation or 
directly, is a form of socialism or 
communism, which is not Christian. 





A cold Christian radiates about as 
much heat as a cold hot water bottle. 





WANTED: Wide-awake Presbyterian 
minister for fast-growing town in 
South Alabama. Write “Church,” c/o 
The JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 





FOR SALE: Rotochrome 500W rotat- 
ing multi-color light. One tubular 18” 
black 15W — used with fluorescent 
material. Both lights effective used 
for visual-aid or chalk _ illustra- 
tion — both lamps half price plus 
shipping charges. M. C. Woltz, 33412 
W. 5th Avenue, Belle W. Va. 


please pray 


for the nine million 
people in the 


. WORLD'S 
yo CITY 


. 











oh TOKYO 
a CRUSADE 


<= May 6 through June 5/1961 


DR. BOB PIERCE. President 
WORLD VISION, INC., 
Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 
or Worid Vision of Canada. 

Box 181-K, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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SEASONS OF THE SOUL, by Ar- 
chibald F. Ward, Jr. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. 135 pp. $3.00. 


This lovely new book is made up 
of 100 selections from the Psalms, 
grouped according to dominant emo- 
tional tones. The author classified 
these psalms after years of studying 
French and German versions of the 
Psalter. As a psychiatrist and chap- 
lain in large, public, mental hospitals, 
he discovered that psalms may be an 
instrument of healing for many. Thus 
rhythmic flow, and forthright decla- 
rations voice emotions for hardened 
hearts. In his skilled hands, selected 
phrases became tools with power to 
lift men from pits of despondency. 
Blocked communications flowed 
through the sympathetic channels dis- 
covered in psalms. He found certain 
passages which released imprisoned 
guilt, festering fears or angers in sick 
minds, because these passages said for 
frustrated persons the things they felt 
but were powerless to express. He 
and his patients learned through these 
psalms that men in all centuries have 
much in common. Their troubles and 
pleasures are much the same. 


Dr. Ward believes with the author of 
Ecclesiastes that life is movement, 
ebb and flow; that to everything there 
is a season, a time to every purpose. 
He identifies a leading theme in every 
psalm, and groups his own translation 
of 100 of them into four categories, 
which he interprets as “seasons of the 
soul.” The seasons are: 


—‘When Anguished Is 
(dark moods of the soul). 


—“‘Teach Me Thy Paths,” (prayers 
for guidance and instruction). 


My Soul,” 


—“‘The Lord Sustains Me,” (longing 
for assurance of help and strength). 


—‘A New Song,” 
thanksgiving). 


(joyous praise, 


While studying this book’s pattern, 
one senses something of the move- 
ment of life’s ebb and flow, and how 
the necessary harmony with life’s 
movement may be achieved. SEA- 
SONS OF THE SOUL unlocks hidden 
resources in the Bible for all who 
seek a healthy, religious life. It will 
prove an invaluable guide for coun- 
sellors, physicians, and ministers, and 


convince them of the value of com- 
bining religion and psychiatry. 


—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 








BABEL—from p. 9 


Church; why, oh why do we turn from 
Him to the philosophy of Babel? 


It is obvious for all to see that in- 
dividual Christians and the Church 
need a new anointing from on high. 
It is obvious that we all are more 
active than ever before in programs 
and plans for promoting the work of 
Christ’s Kingdom. Why then the con- 
tinuing frustration, even futility which 
accompanies so much that is being 
done? 


Is it not because we are trusting 
in men — in the arm of flesh — rather 
than in the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit? 


Is it not also true that we continue 
to delude ourselves, trying to evade 
obedience to God’s way, not only in 
our personal lives but also in the cor- 
porate work of the Church? 


The cost of discipleship is no longer 
a major consideration in or for church 
membership. The soul-searching ex- 
perience of confession of sin and ask- 
ing for personal cleansing and forgive- 
ness is rarely a part of becoming a 
“Christian.” We are content to labor 
to make people who have never been 
converted assume the task of promot- 
ing the Christian ethic in an alien 


world — and it cannot be done, be- 
cause we are ignoring the great Dy- 
namic — the presence, guidance and 


power of the Holy Spirit. 


Many who will read this will deplore 
the “negative” view we may seem to 
express. But we insist that this po- 
sition is POSITIVE from beginning to 
end, for we stand squarely on the af- 
firmation that there is no power other 
than that which proceeds from God 
Himself and on the assurance that 
He has laid down certain principles 
for our guidance, principles from which 
man turns to his own confusion. 


Trusting in men and organizations 
is to be expected by those who know 
not God. It is the duty of the Church 
to show to a confused and desperate 
world that there IS a way out of the 
dilemma of men and of nations — 
faith in, obedience to, and empower- 
ing by the Spirit of the living God. 


If the Church accepts another phil- 
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osophy where then is her witness to 
those eternal verities in which are to 
be found man’s only hope? If the 
Church looks for power and prestige 
other than in the presence of the 
Holy Spirit her witness shall be for- 
feited to those who do give Him first 
place. 





INEFFECTIVE—from p. 5 


the victorious ecumenical leaders who 
shepherded the merger to a success- 
ful conclusion and then took the reins 
of control within the new Church. 


Back in the history of that united 
group there is an element which, at 
one time, was “Reformed.” What 
happens when evangelical groups cast 
their lot with world-wide and alien 
elements is there for all to see. They 
do not become the “leaven which leav- 
ens the lump.” They become lost in 
the shuffle. There’s nothing Reformed 
in the United Church of Christ that 
we have been able to detect. 


To answer the question asked in the 
title of this essay: NO! 


Denominational separations, in them- 
selves, do not render the Church of 
Jesus Christ ineffective. What does 
render the Church ineffective is to 
lose its first love: to surrender its his- 
toric Gospel testimony for the modern 
sophistication which invariably accom- 
panies the infiltration of the world 
into the Body of Christ. 


Perhaps the greatest tragedy of this 
day is represented by the spectacle of 
Churches sinking into a morass of 
spiritual ineffectiveness and unbelief 
— inexorably marching to their spirit- 
ual deaths, unless the Lord mercifully 
intervenes. 


On every side ecclesiastical ‘“ex- 
perts” recognize and openly admit the 
“retreat” of Christianity. They see a 
spiritually impoverished, Biblically il- 
literate, worldly minded generation of 
Christians. On the one hand they 
deplore the trends so obvious that he 
who runs may read them. On the oth- 
er hand they rejoice that they have 
shed the “shackles of the 17th cen- 
tury”; that the “medieval orthodoxy” 
of the Reformation is being replaced 
with more “enlightened” concepts. ... 


But they can see no connection be- 
tween what has been discarded and 
the Church’s loss of Life. That is 
the tragedy of Protestantism today. 





Every alcoholic was first a social 
drinker. 











MINISTERS 


T. F. Grier, from Blackstock, S. C., 
to Lancaster, S. C. 

Robert R. Shepperson, from Sterling- 
ton, La., to graduate study at Austin 
Seminary. 

Jack B. Scott, Springfield, Ky., has 
accepted a call from the Mt. Salus 
church, Clinton, Miss., eff. Jan. 15. 
S. Wallace Carr, Pulaski, Tenn., 
will become chaplain of the Missis- 


sippi State Hospital, Whitfield, 
Miss., eff. Jan. 15. 
Robert G. Shoemaker, from As- 


sistant Pastor, Gadsden, Ala., to the 
Durant, Miss., church. 





DEATHS 


W. H. Hudson, former missionary 
to China, died Nov. 5, in Greenville, 
S. C. 

Herman L. Cathey, honorably re- 
tired member of Montgomery Pres- 
bytery, died Dec. 2, in Amherst, Va. 





LETTERS 


SUPER CHURCH NOT INEVITABLE 


It appears to me that one of the 
things, at this juncture, we are going 
to have to do is distinguish between 
what was the Blake-Pike announcement 
and the work of the National Council 
itself. I was greatly disturbed that 
the publicity given to the announce- 
ment with reference to the union which 
Blake proposed diverted attention 
which was due to the affairs of the 
National Council itself. I am sure that 
in the minds of a great many people 
the work of these two men in the mat- 
ter of church union was identified with 
the committed program of the National 
Council. As you very well know, this 
is not the case. I think most people 
within the National Council are as 
genuinely concerned with preventing 
the Council from becoming a “super- 
church” as you and I are. 


As a plain matter of fact I think 
ecumenicity is demonstrated more by 
true cooperation than it is by any other 





single device. In this particular I be- 
lieve our own denomination is more 
ecumenical than some of those indi- 
viduals in other denominations who 
seem to feel the inevitable consequence 
of ecumenical practice is organic union. 
I believe it takes more fraternity, 
more patience, more genuine commit- 
ment to the basic enterprises of the 
Church to work cooperatively when 
variety exists, than it does to remove 
variety and imagine that uniformity 
produces “unity.” 


Forgive me for getting off on the 
subject, but I think at this point all 
of us who are concerned for what the 
church is, and its witness to the world 
must be, need to keep the question in 
perspective. I think a lot of the dis- 
cussion that is going to transpire in 
our own denomination in the next sev- 
eral months is sure to make synony- 
mous what Blake and Pike did and 
what the National Council stands for. 
As you know the two things are by 
no means synonymous. 


—Dr. Jas. A. Jones 
Richmond, Va. 


The esteemed president of Union 
Seminary has here given what the NCC 
was intended to be.—Ed. 





Always remember that JESUS 
CHRIST is offered to men, not as a 
problem but as a solution.—William 
Temple. 








THE CRUSADE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 


A non-profit organization chartered under 
the laws of the State of Tennessee for the 
purpose of spreading the Gospel of Christ. 
Evangelical, 
national. 
@ Paper Ministry @ Tract Ministry 
@ Letter Outreach Ministry—sending Chris- 
tian literature to individuals all over the 
nation . . . offering spiritual assistance 
by mail . . . helping many troubled souls 
@ Other Bible Teaching and Evangelistic 
Endeavors 
WRITE FOR LITERATURE 
THE CHRIST ABOVE ALL CRUSADE, Inc. 
P. O. Box 180 Tullahoma, Tennessee 


Calvinistic and Interdenomi- 























Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 
Dr. JoHN A. REDHEAD, JR. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 





Jan. 15 “HOW CAN I BE 
SURE I AM 
A CHRISTIAN?” 
Jan. 22 “HOW CAN I HAVE 
GOD’S OK?” 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 














in the Congo, where 
hospitals are standing vacant. 
If YOU are a doctor and 
could volunteer for a year 
or more’s service in a mission 
or government hospital, 


write for more information: 





ROLAND METZGER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


CONGO PROTESTANT RELIEF AGENCY 
297 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK CITY 







DOCTORS ARE/NEEDED 


CONGO 


@ LEOPOLDVILLE 


@ LULUABOURG 


“Operation Doctor” is a crash program to supply 100 
doctors in the Congo emergency. It is commended by 
the Board of World Missions, Presbyterian Church U.S. 
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